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St. Mary Church Hours: Adoration Only

St. Mary lower church will be open daily for Adoration only
between 3pm and 5pm. Limit: 10 people at one time.
SOCIAL DISTANCE MUST BE MAINTAINED.

All priests are offering daily private Masses.

Baptisms: May proceed but attendance must be limited to
no more than 10 persons.

Funerals: Funeral Masses and other forms of funeral
services at church are suspended however an opportunity
for a graveside committal service is offered and a Memorial
Mass when Mass celebrations can resume.
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Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020

KEEPING THE FAITH

A Message from Fr. Hurley
May the Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

My message today is focused on Easter Sunday morning, although many of you will read this message during
the middle of Holy Week. But fortunately we can never really separate the bizarre and painful events leading
to the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, and consequently we must simultaneously embrace both the
Cross and the Resurrection. With that in mind, and my thoughts now on Easter morning, I say Alleluia,
Alleluia, He is Risen!

In John’s Gospel for Easter morning we hear of the shocking discovery by Mary Magdala of the empty tomb.
The disciples are alerted and run to see for themselves. At this I cannot help put myself in that scene and
subsequently become connected to these words from the Gospel: “...The other disciple also went in, the one who
arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and believed. For they did not yet understand the Scripture that He had to rise from
the dead.” John 20:9.

During Cardinal Sean’s Palm Sunday homily he reflected on the bizarre and unimaginable situation we all
find ourselves in today (Coronavirus world) with the situation of how Christ’s Passion was also bizarre and
unimaginable... one minute the people (us) welcome the Son of God with great celebrations (palms laid out on
path for His great entrance into Jerusalem), and the next minute the hostile mixed up crowd is calling for His
death. There was great confusion and misdirection and evil influences all combining for chaotic, bizarre
behavior. Today, we live in a similarly confused or at least disoriented world.

Similarly, the Easter Gospel presents the greatest event of the world, changing everything forever, by
proclaiming an empty tomb. How crazy, incomprehensible (this cannot be so) this must have been to those
tirst disciples. I cannot help thinking how crazy and incomprehensible it is today that our churches are empty.
We are my people of St. Mary Parish. How can this be? I truly find it incomprehensible that I am celebrating
Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday in an empty St. Mary Church. How can this be?

And so I hear today’s Gospel on this Easter Sunday morning... “he saw and believed...for they did not yet
understand...that He had to rise from the dead.” I believe He is Risen. He is with us in this time of great
confusion, uncertainty and fear. Yes, the churches are empty, but He is alive and among us! He is with you.
Today we rejoice that He hung on the Cross for our sins so we will believe that empty tomb is all about His
overcoming all pain, suffering and death itself for me, for you, for us, so we can have eternal life, paradise
forever. The empty churches are a sign to us now as well of His Resurrection and ultimate victory over any
and every adversary that forms illusions of isolation from God - sickness, world pandemic, rejection,
confusion, unknown way ahead, anxiety, betrayal and all forms of sin. He is with us now. He does not
abandon us, but He overcomes everything for us and for our salvation. Perhaps this bizarre and
incomprehensible Easter of 2020, with our empty St. Mary Church, will be the greatest Easter of our lives.... He
is Risen! Alleluia, Alleluia!!!

Go in Peace,
Alleluia, Alleluia

Fr. Hurley
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Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020

KEEPING THE FAITH

An Easter Prayer

Can a ghost eat a piece of fish? Or be seen by more than 500 people at one time? Easter prayers can help us celebrate the
cornerstone of our faith: our Lord’s Resurrection. By rising from His tomb after His crucifixion, Christ conquered death
so that we all might be freed from our sins and one day share Eternal Life with Him in Heaven!

Having meditated on Jesus's life and death in His Passion during Lent, we can rejoice at His Resurrection at Easter much
as Mary Magdalene and the disciples must have done when they saw Him risen! (The Rembrandt painting above was
inspired by John's Gospel (20:14) and shows Mary Magdalene with Jesus just before she recognized Him after His
Resurrection.)

Oh God, Who this day by Your only-begotten Son vanquishing death, has unlocked for us the gate of eternity, help us to
attain the desires to which You have led us by Your inspirations. We ask this through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

Oh God, as we renew our Baptismal vows, help us to be made worthy of Eternal Life, that we may always seek to do
Your will in our hearts and minds, that we may show others Your saving grace and Your love. We ask this through
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Oh God, who makes the faithful to be of one mind and will, grant that we, Your people; may love what you command

and desire what You promise so that, amid the changing things of this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joys are
to be found. We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Source: OUR CATHOLIC PRAYERS web
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Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020

KEEPING THE FAITH

Inside the Mass with Fr. Augustin

Last week, Fr. Paul reflected on the greeting at the beginning of holy Mass. This week we continue our journey through the
parts of the Mass with the penitential rite. Throughout the Bible passages about God’s mercy and the notion of forgiveness
abound, thus of capital importance and, in fact, indispensable for us humans. The psalmist says: “If you, O Lord, should mark
our guilt, Lord, who would survive?” (Ps. 129) and rightly so. Immediately after the greeting, the priest invites the congregation
to acknowledge their sins and ask the Lord for pardon. Why would the Church insert the penitential rite at Mass and why at the
beginning of the Mass?

On many occasions I teamed up with a fellow priest who performed exorcism sessions. As we prayed together for the sick
brought to us, I carefully observed the structure of every session: He began by inviting us to ask the Lord for forgiveness.
Intrigued, I asked him the reason for structuring the prayer session that way. His answer was that before we ask the Lord to
listen to our prayer and drive all evil from the sick, we needed to have all obstacles to our prayer removed: Our sins. We
needed to humble ourselves before the Lord, recognizing our sinfulness and God’s power at work though us his mere
instruments. I find in his answer a good reason why we should ask for forgiveness right at the beginning of the Mass. The
Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us that the Eucharist is the “source and summit of the Christian life” (CCC 1324).
When we gather to celebrate this tremendous mystery of our faith, we celebrate our encounter with the Lord in His word and in
His very life - His body and blood (the Eucharist); thus, for this important meeting, we need to prepare. Fr. Paul stressed last
week how important silence is before Mass as we enter the Church. It is equally important, and more so, to prepare ourselves
for the celebration of the sacred mysteries by asking the Lord to cleanse us of our faults. It would not be an overstatement to say
that before receiving our Lord in our hearts, we must make for the Holy of holies a worthy place, a clean place in our hearts. The
penitential rite through which we ask for forgiveness is known as the “Kyrie eleison” (the only Greek words not translated into
Latin), which means “Lord have mercy.” It is believed that the primary reason why the phrase “Kyrie eleison” wasn’t translated
into Latin is that the words would have lost their original meaning. The book of Orthodox Worship describes the true meaning of
the phrase.

“The word mercy in English is the translation of the Greek word eleos. This word has the same ultimate root as the old Greek word for oil, or
more precisely, olive oil; a substance which was used extensively as a soothing agent for bruises and minor wounds. The oil was poured onto
the wound and gently massaged in, thus soothing, comforting, and making whole the injured part. The Hebrew word which is also translated
as eleos and mercy is hesed, and means steadfast love. The Greek words for ‘Lord, have mercy,” are ‘Kyrie, eleison’ that is to say, ‘Lord, soothe
me, comfort me, take away my pain, show me your steadfast love.” Thus, mercy does not refer so much to justice or acquittal, a very Western
interpretation, but to the infinite loving-kindness of God, and his compassion for his suffering children! It is in this sense that we pray ‘Lord,
have mercy,” with great frequency throughout the Divine Liturgy.” What a profound meaning “Kyrie eleison” has!

In light of this explanation the phrase comes alive and highlights the beauty and depth of God’s mercy. It shows a loving God
who wants to bind our wounds like the Divine Physician he is. Instead of standing in front of a tribunal at the beginning of
Mass asking for mercy from a powerful judge, we are face-to-face with a compassionate God, who is ready to pick us up when
we fall down.

So, while it may seem strange to speak Greek words at Mass, the Church chose those words centuries ago specifically for their
deep and powerful meaning. It is almost as if God’s generosity is too good to believe. We need to convince ourselves that God

does want to forgive us. It is we who are slow to believe in that wonderful gift of God’s mercy.

With this in mind, as we say the “Kyrie eleison” (Lord have mercy) at every mass, may we totally and humbly avail ourselves to
God'’s encompassing mercy and love, so as to celebrate the sacred mysteries with clean hearts.

We all need God” mercy; St. John reminds us of it: “If we say, 'We have no sin,' we are deceiving ourselves, and truth has no place in
us.” And so, we pray:

Kyrie, eléison
Christe eleison

Kyrie eléison

Fr. Augustin
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Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020

FOR OUR PARISH & COMMUNITY

Mass Intentions
For April 12 through April 18

April 14 - Robert Devaney, Jr., Mary and Robert
Devaney, Sr.
April 16 - Michael Crowley
April 17 -Thomas, Alice and Mary Murray
April 18 - Joan Boyle

In Loving Memory
Theresa Colozzo
Christi "Chris" Paris

Pray for Peace & Safety:
If you have a family member serving in the military,
please let us know. We will publish their names in
the bulletin to remind everyone to ask God’s
blessing on them so that they may return safely to

their families.

Gen. Mark A. Milley

2nd Lt. Jan O’Leary

Navy Seabee Peter Ferro
Sgt. Spec. James Powers
PFC Thomas Donahue
Cpl. Michael Wilkinson
Lecpl. Eamon Garber

Cpl. Andrew Powell

Col. Eric Halliday

Lt. Andrew Norris

Cpl. Timothy Bell

Cpl. Christopher Arrigo
Col. Christopher Hamilton
Sgt. Matthew Menezes

Lt. ]J.G. Ted Murner

Ryan Lamarre, USN

SN Jordan Young, USN
CPO Matthew Williams, USN
Eric Brogna, USMC

SPC Matthew Schipelliti
Cameron Alexander

2nd Lt. Thomas Grady

Lt. Kevin Plumer, USN

1Ist Lt. Olivia Nardone

Sp. 4 Joseph D. Amante, USA
2nd Lt. Anthony Carter,
UsMC

Cpt. Katharine Collins

Lt. Michael Collins

Capt. Michael Sheehan, USA

1st Lt. Robert Gill

Sgt. Madelaine Hinson

Sara Matthewson

PFC Nick Garber

Sgt. Alex Hinson

Michael DeLuca

Lt. Mark Rippetoe

Captain Kevin Burke

Master Sgt. Jaime Beltran,
UsMmcC

Maj. Nicholas Caputo

Lance Cpl. Joshua Morgan
Seaman Brendan Crowther
Lt. Peter Brennan

Pvt. Maria Longo

1st Lt. Kay Murner

Justin King, USA

William Gromlich, USN

Cpt. Dane Lannon USAF
Staff Sgt. Robert Magee, USMC
2nd Lt. Christopher White, USMC
Cody Hamblin

PFC Matthew David Carr

Lt. James Spry, Jr.

PFC Anthony C. Vozzella, US Army
Derek Stevens, USA

Sgt. Andrew Cranfill, USAF
Lt. Amanda Collins

Pvt. Robert Peterson, USA

Prayer to Mary
Pope Francis’s prayer to Mary during coronavirus
pandemic

O Mary,

you always shine on our path

as a sign of salvation and of hope.

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took partin Jesus' pain, keeping
your faith firm.

You, Salvation of the Roman People,

know what we need,

and we are sure you will provide

so that, as in Cana of Galilee,

we may return to joy and to feasting

after this time of trial.

Help us, Mother of Divine Love,

to conform to the will of the Father

and to do as we are told by Jesus,

who has taken upon himself our sufferings

and carried our sorrows

to lead us, through the cross,

to the joy of the resurrection. Amen.

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother
of God. Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in
trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious
and blessed Virgin.

[Translation done by Catholic News Service of the prayer Pope Francis recited by video
March 11 for a special Mass and act of prayer asking Mary to protect Italy and the world

Parish Prayer Intention
Please remember the below in
your prayers this coming week

Please pray for our
Confirmation students as

they begin their 14-day

prayer journey

-
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